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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
243 Benedict Avenue
Norwalk, OH 44857

Phone: 419.668.2856 - Option 1
E-Mail: stpeternorwalk@gmail.com

Worship Service Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am

Live Stream Worship

Church Office Hours Every Sunday, our 10:30am service is broadcast
:'ﬁ,,-'_[U1‘1['lﬂ}?-r["h]_u'ﬁda}r live on WLKR-FM 95.3. You can also find the

8:30am to 3:30pm recordings on our St. Peter Facebook page!
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s« SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS!

Let us know what vou’d like to see in
upcoming editions! Send us a line, or even
some photos to stpeternorwalk@gmail.com

Deadline for submission of articles, news
and events for publication is the third
Wednesday of the month.
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LETTERY FROM LEADERNAHIP...

I was asked recently why “Glory to God” is being sung instead of “This is the
feast” as our Hymn or Canticle of Praise. Good question!

Until the green Lutheran Book of Worship arrived in 1978, “Glory to God”
was the only Canticle of Praise in our liturgy. In the LBW, “This is the feast” or
“Worthy Is Christ” was a new option. A manual accompanying the new hymnal
offered a suggested pattern for use of the Canticle of Praise (as well as when
the Kyrie is to be sung). According to that pattern, after Advent, when no
Canticle of Praise is sung, use of “Glory to God” arises at Christmas, recalling
the song of the angels at Jesus’ birth. Its use continues until Lent, when,
appropriate to the somber nature of the season, no Canticle of Praise is sung.
On Easter, the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection brings the joyous “T'his is
the feast” into use, and that usage continues through the Day of Pentecost.

“Feast,” by the way, refers, not to Holy Communion, but to the celebration of
the resurrection. “Glory to God” returns at Holy Trinity as an acknowledgement
of the trinitarian nature of God, and its use continues through the “green”
season, with the exception that “Worthy is Christ” used on All Saints Sunday
and Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Church Year, when celebration of
the resurrection takes precedence. The pattern is not mandatory, but it seems
to make sense. So, there’s “‘method in our madness”

“G00D QUESTION”

REV. PHILIP A. GARDNER, INTERIM PASTOR




LETTERN FROM LEADERMHIP..

It has been hard to watch as worship attendance in America, especially among mainline congregations, has dwindled over recent decades
And vet, the observant have seen it coming in Europe and in Canada. Since the Roman Empire adopted Christianity in the late fourth
century, ‘“Christendom” presumed that Christianity was at the center of culture, society, and politics in nation after nation. That is no
longer the case, if it ever truly was. The late Canadian theologian Douglas John Hall (1928-2022) wrote repeatedly that it is past time for
the church to rethink its expectations. In 2010, he wrote that, “Instead of clinging to absurd and outmoded visions of grandeur, which were
never Christ’s intention for his church, serious Christian communities ought now to relinquish triumphalistic dreams of majority status and
influence in high places and ask themselves about the possibilities of witnessing to God’s justice and love from the edges of empire
lemphasis mine| —which is where prophetic religion has always lived. Instead of mourning their losses or naively hoping for their recovery,

Christians who are serious about their faith ought to ask themselves why all the metaphors Jesus uses to depict his
“little flock™ are metaphors of smallness: salt, veast, light—small things that can serve larger causes because they do not

aim to become big themselves.”

For me, this is an unpremeditated endorsement of the “Fresh Expressions” movement that sees making Christ known to
be a mission to be done “from the edges,” not solely behind stained glass, but wherever people gather and wherever true
interpersonal relationships can flourish.

St. Peter’s new Outreach Ministry Team is looking into Fresh Expressions (FX), a movement that began in England
and “crossed the pond” in recent decades. What could FX mean for St. Peter’s
mission in this “neck of the woods™ Stay tuned.

REV. PHILIP A. GARDNER, INTERIM PASTOR



B FEATURE NTORY.  ALTILEHISTORY OF THE SPELC ENDOWMENT TRIST

Submitted By: Ed McClendon

The endowment trust was born as a result of Jack Brown making a motion to
create an endowment trust from an undesignated gift to the church. The
endowment would live indefinitely or in perpetuity and the earnings would be
given to Christian missions outside of St. Peter, Norwalk. The motion was seconded
by Ed McClendon and the motion carried. This all came about by the church
receiving a check with no designation for the gift. At the annual meeting
discussions took place as to what to do with the money.

Originally the money was deposited in a money market and the account grew
very slowly. With changes in the committee over time the account changed from a
savings strategy to an investment strategy, where the principal was invested in
mutual funds. Remembering the old saying, “savings (i.e. C.D.s, Money Markets,
etc.) have little or no risk, investing by definition involves risk”, the endowment
trust was now investing, with caution.

From the date of its inception to the 27th of October 2025, the endowment trust has received $393,785.53 in undesignated gifts. Per
continuing resolution, 20% ($60,757.11), has been sent to the ELCA as benevolence. The net, which has been put into money market
savings or invested in mutual funds, is now $240,084.42. To date, over the last 38 years, the endowment trust has given away $574,188.74
for missions voted on by the congregation at our annual meeting; and as of 09/25/2025 the trust is worth $597,020.03 I believe the parable

of the talents in Matthew 25:23 “well done, thou good and faithful servant” is most applicable to the members of St. Peter Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Norwalk, Ohio.
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WE'RE STILL LOOKING FOR SOMEONE
@A T0 VOLUNTEER AS A
TEACHER/HELPER FOR THE
CURRENT;SUNDAYiSCHOOL YEAR
WHICH RUNS THROUGH MAY, TO HELP

KRISTA TEACH'PRE=6TH CLASS.
IF INTERESTED;CONTACT.
KRISTA WAGNER 419-571-1078
OR ERNIE MANGOLD 419=706=9088.
THANK YOU FOR:YOUR'PRAYERFUL
CONSIDERATION.

Look for our Salvation Army
Christmas Tree Angels which will be
displayed in the narthex by the end
of November along with Lutheran
Home of Mercy adopt a resident.

THE NEXT
HEET&UH#HT
TAKEOVER WiLL
BE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH
AT THE RED SHAMROCK IN

p SHEET
T 6:30. SIGN U
NORWALK A ULLETIN BOARD.

Ifyou or a family
member were married

by any of our past

pastors, pJHEE your :
photo in the office l
“Weddjng” folder!
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THE PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE T0
SHARE THE WONDERFUL NEWS THAT KRISTA WAGNER HAS
GRACIOUSLY VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE AS OUR NEW
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE COMING |
YEAR! WE THANK THE LORD FOR ANSWERING OUR CH '

PRAYERS AND BLESS KRISTA AS SHE LEADS & NURTURES URCH.STORE 0PEN

THE FAITH OF OUR CHILDREN. HUVEHEER Rl I?TH‘

WE ALSO EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO MICHELLE
SCHAFFER FOR STEPPING IN AS INTERIM SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS.
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“FINGERPRINTS LEFT BEHIND™

Back when I was leading Sunday School music, we use to sing a song that had the lyrics, “God’s fingerprints
are everywhere, just to show how much he cares.” That had me thinking, what about OUR fingerprints?
Where do WE leave OUR fingerprints, to show how much WE care? And by OUR and WE, I mean you, me,
everyone.

As Chuck and I reflect on our recent move from Norwalk to Wooster, to be closer to our grandchildren, it
had me thinking about the fingerprints we have left at St. Peters. If someone came in to dust for fingerprints,
they would find Chuck’s and mine all over the building. They would find them in the choir loft, on the
lectern, on craft supplies, on the Blessing Box, on lightbulbs, in the boiler room, in the Women’s closet and
more. I don’t say this to brag, just to show how much we cared and still do care for St. Peters. Of course, they
would also find our fingerprints mixed in with so many others. The countless friends we made and worked
with over the years.

Chuck and I realize that our moving will leave a void, a void we hope and pray will be filled by YOU. We
encourage you all to help where you can at St. Peters. Consider joining Property committee to help with
general maintenance around the building, join the morning or evening Christian service groups to help make
quilts, volunteer as worship assistants, join one of the many other church committees, volunteer to help

Sunday School and VBS, or sing in the choir. There are so many ways YOU can leave YOUR fingerprints behind to show how much YOU care!

Chuck and I have been worshiping at Zion Lutheran Church in downtown Wooster. We hope to find ways to start putting fingerprints at this new
church. Because, that’s what WE all are called to do...Live like Jesus, share your gifts and leave caring and loving fingerprints behind. Give us a call if
you ever are going to be in the Wooster area. The church office can give you our address and numbers.

God’s Peace and all our Love, Chuck and Vickie



Submitted by: Lee Ann Wetzel

[Lutheran

INTHE SPOTLIGHT ™ WORLD RELIEF

On October 5th, our congregation celebrated our “Thank-Offering Weekend” and learned about the work of Lutheran World Relief. We enjoyed the
beauty of the many hand-made quilts that adorned our pews. Dot Herman spoke to us about the efforts of our Christian Service Day/Evening groups,
which resulted in producing 57 quilts to wrap babies and people in warmth and compassion, 61 personal care kits to promote healthy living and
prevent disease, 31 baby quilts to provide basics for newborn care, and 100 school kits to help break the cycle of poverty. These gifts would not be
possible without your support. Your donations of money, fabric, school supplies, health and baby kit items are used to help fight poverty, suffering,
starvation and injustice throughout the world.

The women would like to thank the congregation for their unwavering support of this important ministry. Additionally, a big thank you goes to Dot
Herman for her hours of planning, organizing and working for this cause. It 1s amazing to think about the fact that these quilts and kits are created in
our Fellowship Hall throughout each year, and will end up in the hands of those in need throughout the world! So, just how does this happen? This year,
the women packed the items into 32 boxes which were loaded on to our church bus. The boxes were delivered to a Lutheran church in Pemberville,
Ohio, which served as a regional drop off point. Upon arrival, the University of Findlay’s wrestling team made short and joyful work of unloading the
boxes and placing them into an empty semi-truck. These young men worked throughout the morning to fill the truck with quilts and kits. From there,
the quilts and kits travel to a warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland where they are prepared to be shipped world-wide. It’s truly a blessing to be a part
of this process.

Christian Service Day is held the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 9am and also at 6pm. Current members are: Vera Albright, Bonnie Anderson, JoAnn
Chaffee, Donna Gercke, Dot Herman, Darlene Janka, Pam Mangold, Mary Jo Moyer, Sandy Reitzel, Michelle Schatfer, Ellie Sigsworth, Cindy Thayer,
Krista Wagner, Karen Weiland and Lee Ann Wetzel. In the past, Betty Oblender sewed many baby kits and Marlene Draper helped regularly. The group
is always looking for new members. You do NOT need to know how to sew. If you can tie a knot, you can help! Please consider joining us!




Check out these photos from Lutheran World Relief packing up & delivering the packages from St. Peter!




Congratulations to
Becky Parcher,
Amelia Ruggles

and Kathy Smith
who worked at the

Halloween Classic

at Summit

Motorsports Park.

Cungrat:s to Adam Beck who
played in flag foothall!

Congratulations to
Remington Bauer who
is majoring in pre-allied
health/pre-physical
therapy, earned the
Dr. Lee ]J. Tressel

Scholarship and good
luck in your senior year
SRt i . of collegiate wrestling
Congratulations to Abecka and il B";'Ild?"’“‘ Wallace
Annaka Ruggles for finishing their R

foothall cheerleading season!

Congratulations to Stu and Donna Young who formally celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary with a small gathering of friends
and family over Labor Day weekend. The "young" couple was
married at Mt. Hope Lutheran Church in Shiloh on November 30,
1974. Their son, Jonathon, and granddaughter, Addison,
commemorated the celebration with some words of love and
humor! Cheers to 50 years and more to come!
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Congrats to Annaka Aria and Audra Beck  congrats to Abecka Ruggles
hR“E{:glES D(I;l ﬁm;glfslg out had a great time at on finishing out her Cross
SRR RS Ryl ini inic! Country Season with a PR!
by snaking Firelands Mini Cheer Clinic! try

Conference 1st Team.

€veryone who came
to the REStﬂurant

Congratulations to Abecka Ruggles

and advisor Scott Bauer for the Takeover at The
Monroeville FFA that competed in Club on Wednes day
the soil judging development Octob ;
event. Abecka was on the urban e . A great
team that placed 2nd in the county € Was had by a1

and 8th in the district!
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i “I hereby command yow: Be strong and courageous; do not he EDWARD WAGNER ARMY VETERAN
' frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever KAIDEN COF NAVY ACTIVE DUTY
yougo. < jostitin 13 [AC COE MARINE ACTIVE DuTY
“Let E:LEWPEIS““ heﬁs-zhjegi ::dg;l“emiﬂg ﬂ‘:“ﬂ‘“ﬁ':;? for ﬂlﬂh:i DILLEN BROWN AIR FORCE ACTIVE DUTY
no authority except from ose authorities that exist
e e Culgll;lﬁlgmﬁgmfgﬁﬁnﬁﬂmﬂﬂ%w
i SCOTT BECK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD VETERAN
ivn g T sl gt e ey o the it of ettt Tk WESLEY WHITMAN AIRFORCE ACTIVE DUTY
“Even e €y oL tne ow ed
CONGRATULATIONS TO PRIVATE fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they BRENNIGAN BAUER ARFORCE ACTIVE DUTY
FIRST CLASS REESE OTT FOR comfort me.” - Psalm 23:4 NOAH POCOCK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ACTIVE DUTY
COMPLETING AIR ASSAULT. REESE . : DRAKE TONEY MARINE ACTIVE DUTY
SERVES N THE AR FORcE aDIs LIt SR T ke comager have conguercth ELISHA COE NAVY VETERAY
CONTINUING HIS TRAINING. REESE IS e AEEE e
world!” - John 16:33 £D MCCLENDON ARMY VETERAN

THE SON OF CHERYL DRAKE AND
BROTHER TO RIVER KANE.

VETERANS:DAY; ISNOVEMBER 2 AND AS A NATION, WE HONOR AND GIVE THANKS, FIOR’
THE:MENYAND:WOMEN WHO'HAVE'BRAVELYJAND FAITHEULLY;SERVED:OUR:COUNTRY.

b »-H_—*
SCRIPTURE REMINDS US OF GOD'S PRESENCE AND COURAGE IN'TIMES'OF BATTLE.
e, ___4




S MEET THE MEMBER

In March of 1962, Howard Clayton Schild became a member of St. Peter Lutheran
Church - Norwalk by transfer from St. Peter Lutheran - Pontiac where he had been
confirmed as a boy. Howard was born and raised in Monroeville, growing up on his
family farm, attending Monroeville schools, and graduating in 1951. Howard married
Regina Hipp, a lifelong member of St. Mary of the Redeemer Catholic Church,
Norwalk in 1953. They had two wonderful daughters, Lesta of Port Clinton and
Rhonda of Norwalk.

Howard spent his entire career at the GE Lamp Plant in Bellevue, and Regina
worked many vears at Fair Publishing. After retiremment, Howard worked at White’s
Lumber, Norwalk and Smetzer Paints. Betore Regina passed away in 2021, Howard
and Regina would attend church, respecting each other’s faiths and splitting the time
between their two churches.

Some St. Peter members may know Howard as “Chick” Schild. That begs the
question, “Why Chick?”. On one of his Eucharistic Ministry visits with Howard,
Stuart Young asked him how he got his nickname. Chick told Stu that when he was
young, his big brother wanted him to do something and Howard wanted no part of it.
The brother went to school and told everyone to call Howard a chicken. It did get
shortened to “Chick” and his wife also would even refer to him as “Chick”. so this
nickname has been with him his entire adult life!

Ed McClendon remembers Chick telling him that as a young man he liked to play
baseball, and a lot of the girls admired him at his games. He was a “chick magnet™, so
his teammates called him “Chick”.

: R - i L ' A CAUIITUTR:EY ML
Wherever he got his nickname, Howard Schild has had a long and colorful life -
working hard and making people smile. Thanks be to God! LAN - -

submitted by: Ed & Kathy McClendon with contributions
from Stu Young & Howard's daughter, Rhonda




WO WO IN THE PEWD ™"

Submitted by: Karen Fries

Since 1ts adoption in 1988, the St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Endowment Trust Fund has helped ensure that the blessings we receive
today continue to serve God’s work for generations to come. Meeting quarterly, the Endowment Trust Fund Committee carefully oversees
investments and stewards these gifts with prayerful consideration and faith-filled responsibility.

The current committee includes seven members plus the Senior Pastor: Gloria Setzer (Council President), Paul Hiszem (Finance Representative),
Loretta Koepp (Secretary), and congregational members Karen Fries, Jim Gottiried, Bill Kalfs, and Jim Mongiardo. Together, they manage the
fund’s resources so that every dollar is used wisely in service to Christ’s mission.

The Endowment Trust Fund provides a way for members to express gratitude for God’s blessings through special gifts that are invested to
support Christian missions outside of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church. Each year, the congregation and council prayerfully discern how the
fund’s earnings can best strengthen St. Peter’s ministry and share God’s love with others.

In celebration of St. Peter’s 100th Anniversary in 2001, the Anniversary Trust Fund was established through the vision of Ed McClendon and

Ralph Fegley. This fund continues to extend our congregation’s blessings to others in financial need, sharing the grace of God beyond our own
walls.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
— 1 Peter 4:10



DO YOU HAVE A PEBBLE TO

SHARE? WE'D LOVE TO HEAR
FROM YOU! PLEASE SHARE YOUR
“OUR FAMILY LOVES THE ROCK

THOUGHT WITH USAT NEWSLETTERI WE ARE ABLE TO KEEP
STPETERNORWALKC@GMAIL.COM UP WITH ALL OF THE ACTIVITIES THAT

OUR ST. PETER FAMILY IS ACTIVE IN
DURING EACH MONTHI"
- BETSY RUGGLES “THANKS FOR INCLUDING THE ARTICLE
ABOUT MY MOM IN THE NEWSLETTER.
THAT WAS VERY NICE."
“TWO YEARS AGO, KAREN , - PAT JONES |
WEILAND SAW AN ARTICLE IN \ X )|

THE SANDUSKY PAPER ABOUT ——— 1

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH oy

MAKING QUILTS AND KITS ON

THE 3"° WEDNESDAY OF THE

MONTH AT 9AM AND SHE HAS

BEEN WITH US EVER SINCEI"
-DOT HERMAN

“THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION FOR ITS KIND
REMEMBRANCE OF THEM FOR PASTOR APPRECIATICN
MONTH. GOD'S BLESSINGS TO ALLI"

= PASTOR PHIL & PASTOR CATHY

16




October was a wonderful and busy month for our Christian Day students!
The children enjoyed a special visit from the local fire department, learning
about fire safety and exploring the fire truck — complete with flashing lights
and sirens! We were also hlessed to have Daniel Scruggs share his fascinating
stories and musical instruments from around the world. To top it all off, our
Trunk or Treat Family Event on October 28th was a joyful success, filled with
fun, fellowship, and smiles all around.

As we move into November, our focus turns to thankfulness. The Threes
and Pre-K classes will learn about the Pilgrims and what life was like in early
America. The Pre-K class will even experience a day “living” without electricity
or running water, using old-fashioned toys such as marbles, homemade dolls,
and chalkboards. The Fours will explore the lives of Native Americans—their
customs, clothing, and homes.

To celebrate together, all the classes will gather for a special Thanksgiving
Feast. The Threes will bring cornbread muffins, the Fours will prepare Stone
Soup, and the Pre-K students will make homemade butter. What a beautiful
way to share God’s blessings and learn the spirit of gratitude!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported our Mum Sale fundraiser.
Your generosity helps us continue to grow and thrive.

Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at Christian Day!

Michelle Schaffer
Director, Christian Day Nursery School

RIGHT: THANK YOU TO
DANIEL SCRUGGS WHO [0S
PRESENTED “AROUND THE I
WORLD MUSIC™ TO USI -

LEFT: THANK YOU TO
MACIE WILHELM WHO
TALKED TO THE 3'S
ABOUT BﬂHESI

RIGHT: THANK YOU TO
THE NORWALK FIRE
DEPARTMENT FOR

TALKING TO US ABOUT

FIRE SAFETY!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
SHERMAN FAMILY FOR THEIR
“INSIDE OUT" DISPLAY AS ONE

OF THE FAVORITES!




We have a fun and full few months ahead of us, and we
cannot wait to spend it growing in faith, serving our
community, and making memories together. Please take note
of the upcoming events and mark your calendars! Contact
Amanda at 419-706-2959 for questions, sign-ups, or to RSVP!

Leaf Raking Service Project *
Saturday, November 15th
10:00AM - 2:00PM
Sign up sheet will be in the Narthex until Novemb

N )
erdth Zgge
Sign up a yard that could use a hand & help out /// .y

members of our community by raking leaves. *

Bring gloves, a rake, or a leaf blower if you{can

o

LOCKIN'% COOKIE BAKING NIGHT &
2 FRIDADECENBER'T3 6:30 PN
A FAVORITE EVENT:OF-THE YEAR!

\ QRSVP BY:DECEMBER 6TH 30 WE CAN
~

\ITILCPALL
{1’

PLNFOOD & BAKING SUPPLIES. =~ 0 o &

19

St. Peter Youth — Faith, Fellowship & Fun!

It’s been a busy and joy-filled few weeks for our St.
Peter Youth! Between our Roll It Forward Rummage
Sale and our Mystery Trip, we’ve been growing together
in faith, fellowship, and fun.

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who donated items,
helped organize, and supported the rummage sale —
your generosity keeps our youth ministry thriving and
makes a real difference in the lives of our young
people.

For our Mystery Trip, we enjoyed lunch at Chett and
Matt’s before heading to the Huron Pier for a time of
reflection and devotion focused on Jesus and Peter in
the Garden of Gethsemane. We were reminded that
even when Peter stumbled, Jesus still loved him and
called him to serve — a beautiful reflection of God’s
grace meeting us right where we are.

We ended the day at The Adventure Play, sharing
laughter, joy, and meaningful connection.

Thank you to everyone who helped make these past
few weeks so special!

-Amanda Hass, Youth Group Director



WE STARTED OUT OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH A LOT OF FUNI “ANCHORED WITH HOPE IN JESUS™ IS
OUR THEME FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL YEARI ON RALLY SUNDAY WE MADE ROPE KNOTS, BRACELETS,
DECORATED STONES, AND WROTE ON AN ANCHOR OUR HOPE. WE HAVE Z4 STUDENTS, AGES FROM
PRESCHOOL TO 12TH GRADE. PEGGY HINTZ TEACHES THE 7TH - 12TH GRADES. | TEACH THE
PRESCHOOL THROUGH 6TH GRADE STUDENTS AND ASSISTING ME IS ROBYN ROGERS AND AMY PARCHER.
| AM VERY HAPPY TO SAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN AVERAGING ABOUT 14 CHILDREN EACH SUNDAY!
THANK YOU, PARENTS! WE HAVE BEEN PRACTICING SONGS, WHICH WE SHARE WITH OUR CONGREGATION
MONTHLY. ROBYN ROGERS IS OUR JUNIOR CHOIR DIRECTOR AND MARY
BAUER, ROBYN'S MOTHER, ACCOMPANIES ON THE PIANO. IN THE
NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT MARTIN
| LUTHER, ALL SAINTS DAY AND WHAT THE CHILDREN WOULD LIKE TO
<A | DO FOR A SERVICE PROJECT. | HAVE ALSO STEPPED UP TO BE THE

5= SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT. THIS POSITION AND
RESPONSIBILITY | WILL DO TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY WITH THE
HELP OF GODI | WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO BE THE PRESCHOOL - 6TH
GRADE TEACHER, BUT WE ARE STILL LOCKING FOR ANOTHER
| SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TO HELP. THIS DOES NOT HAVE TO BE
== EVERY SUNDAY, BUT WE NEED SOME HELP WHEN THE OTHER
« | TEACHERS CANNOT MAKE IT ON A SUNDAY. PLEASE PRAY ABOUT
| THIS AND LISTEN TO WHAT GOD IS ASKING YOU TO DO TO HELP OUR

CHURCH. SUBMITTED BY: KRISTA WAGNER

SUNDAY SCHOOL Wla e
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BIBLE PRESENTATIONS

On Reformation Sunday, October 26, four children
received their Bibles from our congregation. They
were presented the Bibles from their parents. Their
parents also fulfilled their promise, at their child’s
baptism, to place the Holy Scriptures into their child’s
hands. The parents responded, “Yes, with the help of
God.” that they will read and talk about the Bible with
their children and model for them their own love for
God’s Word. The parents then made the sign of the
cross on their child’s forehead in memory of their
baptism and gave them their own personal Bible.

BIBLE BLESSING

Reformation Sunday, October 26" everyone in our congregation had the
opportunity to bless their Bibles. Pastor Phil quoted: 2nd Timothy 3:16 “All
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teachmg, for reproof, for
correction and for training in righteousness.” Martin Luther, the 16th century
reformer of our church, wrote: “The Bible is alive: it speaks to me. It has feet, it
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.” “If you want to interpret the
Bible well and confidently, set Christ before you, for he is the man to whom it all
applies, every hit of it.” “The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.” Pastor
Phil then said, “The Bible you hold in your hands is one of the means by which
God chooses to speak to you and to shape you into the image of Christ. Let us
rededicate ourselves to the reading of God’s Word so that, there, we find hope
and guidance for today and be reminded of the promise of everlasting life.”




CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL RETCHU

October Council Meeting Highlights
Finance: The committee reviewed current financials and began planning the 2026 budget. Full details are available in the Council Meeting binder in
the Narthex.
Outreach Ministry: Discussed October Blessing Box meals, Operation Christmas Child, Angel Tree (Salvation Army), and Luther Home of Mercy.
Guest speaker Pastor Andes from First Church, Bellevue, shared about Fresh Expressions outreach.
Parish Education: Reviewed Sunday School and Youth Group participation. Rally Day activities are set, but volunteers are needed. The search
continues for a Sunday School Superintendent. Michelle purchased a new Sunday School program and iPad. Combining the Superintendent and
Youth Director roles will be presented to Council.
Fellowship: Upcoming events include:

o Fellowship Weekend — Oct. 11-12

o Restaurant Takeover — Oct. 22 at The Club (6:30 PM)
o Restaurant Takeover — Nov. 13 at The Red Shamrock
o
O

Malabar Farm Candlelight Tour — Dec. 7
Dinner — Jan. 28 at The Elevator, Wakeman
o Next meeting: Jan. 5 at 10:30 AM

Christian Day Nursery School: Submitted minutes from their Sept. 15 board meeting.
125th Anniversary Committee: Submitted an updated event checklist.
New Business: Council received a partnership inquiry from Huron County Public Health regarding a county recovery plan; discussion was tabled
pending more information.
Other Notes: Jana Fehlan discussed upcoming Council vacancies. Thank-you notes were received from Lutheran Social Services,
Genacross, Firelands Habitat for Humanity, and the Northwestern Ohio Synod ELCA.

22 AS ALWAYS, FOR MORE DETAILED COUNCIL INFORMATION, SEE THE BINDER ON THE TABLE ACROSS FROM THE SANCTUARY ENTRANCE.

Submitted by: John Smith




Offering plate Church Website

during church services Click link above OR go to
i stpeter-elca.org > About Us > Donate

e
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St.Peter Lutheran Church

243 Benedict Ave.
Norwalk., OH 44857

Tithe.ly i

. Mail Che-::‘.k _ Tithe.ly App Church Mailbox
Please put designation Download from the Located outside
on check memo !me. App Store of the church
No memo note _u-'llI g0 or entry doors on

into general fund. Google Play Store the right side.

Submitted by: John Smith
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‘ “0 GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD;

FOR HIS STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES FOREVER.
LET THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD SAY S0,
THOSE HE REDEEMED FROM TROUBLE
AND GATHERED IN FROM THE LANDS,

FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST,

FROM THE NORTH AND FROM THE SOUTH.”

-PSALM 107: 1-3

- Now “Let the redeemed of the Lord say”: Holy and Righteous
God, thank you for the blessings of life, health, and an abundant
harvest; for food and water, for a home, for family and this
country where we are free to worship you. I am especially k.
thankful for your GRACE ... through the sacrifice of Jesus, your | -_
only son, so that all people, and even I can have everlasting life @ -

through his atonement for my sinfulness. Thank you, Lord, for .
your steadfast Love. Thank you, Lord, for loving me. Amen |

S e i _ Submitted by: Kathy McClendon




