
    

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1901 - Following Jesus into a New Quarter Century - 2026 
 

Twenty-third Weekend after Pentecost 
Harvest Celebration 

November 15-16, 2025 
 

 

 

An Introduction to Worship 
 

After the great flood of Genesis 8, the Lord said in 
his heart, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night shall not cease.” This weekend, our 
congregation gives thanks to our Lord who keeps 
his promises. 

 
Liturgy, lyrics, and readings are posted on the screens. 
Musical arrangements are in the hymnal at pages or hymn 
numbers listed in bold type below. 

 
Gathering 
  

Prelude 
Announcements 
Silence in Preparation for Worship 
Confession & Forgiveness 
Gathering Song  “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” – No. 694 
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Greeting 
A Litany for Harvest 
Prayer of the Day 
(Sunday) Children’s Message 
 

Word 
   

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
(5:30 & 8:00) Psalm 100 
(10:30) Choir Anthem – “Harvest Hymn” – by Mary McDonald 
                                       Bob Battistie – Director 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 
(Saturday) Gospel Acclamation – Page 205 
(Sunday) Gospel Acclamation – Page 188 
Gospel: John 6:25-35 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” – No. 681 
Prayers of Intercession 
Peace 
 

Meal 

  

Offering 
Offering Song  “We Give Thee but Thine Own” – No. 686 (vs. 1) 

Offering Prayer   
Great Thanksgiving  

Dialog and Preface 
(Saturday) Holy, Holy, Holy – Page 207 
(Sunday) Holy, Holy, Holy – Page 190 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Communion  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
(Sunday) Communion Hymns  “Lamb of God” – Page 191 

         “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” – No. 693 
      “Praise and Thanksgiving” – No. 689 
Table Blessing   

Prayer after Communion 
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Sending 
 

Benediction 
Sending Song – “Now Thank We All Our God” – No. 840 
Dismissal 

Postlude 

✠ 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
is celebrated weekly at St. Peter and on most 
major festivals of the Church Year. At the Table 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, 
forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel. In this Sacrament, the crucified and 
risen Christ is present, giving his true body and blood as food and drink. All are 
invited to come forward. Those who are baptized are welcome to receive the 
bread and cup. Those not baptized or not yet communicant should feel free to 
come forward for a blessing.   
 

OUR SUNDAY 10:30 SERVICE is broadcast live on WLKR 95.3 FM and can be 
viewed on our Facebook page after 2pm.  
 

THIS WEEKEND’S COMBINED SCRIPT/BULLETIN is available on the St. Peter 
webpage (stpeter-elca.org). Click on “Script & Bulletin” on our homepage under 
“Quick Links.” Please take your bulletin home with you to reference the calendar 
and read the announcements!  
 

IF YOU NEED HEARING ASSISTANCE, we have devices available. Please see 
an usher for assistance.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are given by John Smith and Laura Winkler. 
The 2026 calendar is now available on the bulletin board. The price is $40.00. 
Flowers may be picked up before noon on Sunday or Monday during office hours. 
 

 ATTENDANCE FOR November 8 - 9 
   27 (5:30)      35 (8:00)      76 (10:30)     159 Views on Facebook 
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THIS WEEKEND’S SCRIPTURE TEXTS are those appointed for an occasion of 
thanksgiving, such as the day our nation honors this year on November 27. 
 

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS THIS WEEKEND: 
 

Presiding and Preaching – The Rev. Philip A. Gardner, Interim Pastor 
Accompanist – Mark Niese, Saturday; Amanda Reardon, Sunday 
Music Director – Bob Battiste 
Altar Guild (November) – Shirley Silcox and Cindy Thayer 
 

  Saturday Sunday 8:00 Sunday 10:30 
 

Assisting Minister* Ellie Sigsworth Paul Hiszem Martin Hanke 
Lector* Vera Albright                John Smith                Brenda Toney 
Communion Assts.* Dot Herman              Beth Horvatich             Leann Wetzel 
                                                               Scott Wetzel 
      Megan Culler 
    Linda Hart 
Slides* Gloria Setzler Michelle Schaffer Billy Hart 
Acolyte*  Annaka Ruggles  Lily Culler 
Ushers*  Laura Winkler Darlene Janka 

 John Smith Jeff Reed     
                                                                                    

* To volunteer in any of these capacities, call the church office.  Thanks! 
 

WE THANK OUR LITURGICAL ARTS TEAM for enhancing our worship 
environment, not only for this day of harvest and thanksgiving, but also for our 
observance of seasons and festivals throughout the Church Year. Team 
members are Becky Beck, Beth Horvatich, Amy Parcher, Michelle Schaffer, Sue 
Silcox, Laura Winkler Smith, and Barb Spino. 
Our worship experience wouldn’t be the same 
without them! 
 

NEXT WEEKEND IS THE LAST WEEKEND of 
the Church Year, as we conclude by celebrating 
Christ the King. Our Gospel lesson will take us 
to the cross, where Jesus promises Paradise to 
one of the men crucified with him.   
 

THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND, a new Church 
Year begins as we observe the Season of 
Advent. A motif for our Advent weekends will be 
the phrase “Stir Up!” - the opening phrase of the 
prayers of the day for each of the four Advent weekends. Come!  
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MIDWEEK ADVENT GATHERINGS begin on 
Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00 pm, in the 
chapel. Our theme is “Pause, Prepare, 
Ponder.” They will be moments for caring 
contemplation and conversation. Come for a 
break from the hectic holiday season.  

 

CHURCH NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

CHURCH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU! We are seeking passionate & dedicated 
members of our congregation to serve on Church Council. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to help guide the mission of our church, support decisions, and be a 
voice for our church community. If you feel called to serve in this capacity, please 
contact Jana Fehlan at 440-823-8619 or John Smith at 440-774-7000. “Each of 
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10. 
 

BLESSING BOX DONATIONS: Outreach Ministry is now accepting donations of 
holiday meal items. Examples include boxed mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, 
cans of green beans, corn and yams, and any nonperishable holiday food items. 
Please place your donations in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 19th in the 
narthex. We will be discussing our holiday giving and upcoming mission priorities 
for the new year.  Contact Michelle Schaffer for more information.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS On Sunday, Nov. 23rd, we will meet at the Carriage 
House at 9:15am to help Megan Culler set up the Christmas Trees again this 
year. Let’s make this a family event! Thank you for your support! If you have any 
questions, please contact Krista at 419-577-7078. 
 

FELLOWSHIP WEEKEND TREATS NEEDED As we look forward to Fellowship 
weekend on Dec. 13th & 14th, we will need a little help providing treats for our 
Christmas Program reception. Cookies, bars and other festive baked goods are 
appreciated to help us celebrate the hard work of our younger members. Home 
baked or store bought are both welcome! We only need about 2 extra helpers for 
December, but if you love to bake and would like to help in the future, please 
write your name on the list in the narthex. Thank you! 
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS: The Youth Group will take part in the “Light Up 
Norwalk” parade on Saturday, November 29th. Meet at the church at 4pm. And, 
the “Lock-In & Cookie Baking Night” will be Saturday, December 13th at 6:30pm. 
If you need more information, please contact Amanda Hass at 419-706-2959. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will meet Saturday, December 13th at 10am in the 
library. If anyone is in need of a shawl or lap robe, contact Joyce Stevens at 419-
271-1176. 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS:  
 

The Men’s Bible Study group meets the 2nd Saturday of the month at 8am in 
the narthex.  
 

The Women’s Day Bible Study group meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 
9:30am in the library. The group is studying the apostles of Jesus using “Twelve 
Ordinary Men” by John MacArthur as a study guide. All are welcome!  

 

The Women’s Evening Bible Study group will meet on Mon., Dec. 8th at 
5:30pm in RM 104. We will be studying Mary, Mother of Jesus and how we can 
move from comfort to courage. Please note this date change, as we are 
combining the November and December meeting. Please bring your drink of 
choice and a dish to share. Contact Jana Fehlan at 440-823-8619 with questions.  
 

OUR PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE is still looking for someone to 
volunteer as a teacher/helper for the current Sunday School year which runs 
through May. This person would assist Krista Wagner in teaching the Preschool 
thru 6th grade. If interested, please contact Krista at 419-577-7078 or Ernie 
Mangold at 419-706-9088. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
 

DECEMBER RESTAURANT TAKEOVER AT MALABAR FARM 
You are invited to join us for a special evening of fellowship and holiday cheer on 
Sun., Dec. 14th. We will meet at the church at 1:30 (for those who wish to 
carpool) and leave by 1:45 to meet at Malabar Farm at 2:45 We will enjoy a self-
guided tour of the Big House decked in all its Christmas glory. Volunteers will 
guide us throughout the house and give a short background of the rooms used 
during Louis Bromfield's life, as musicians play holiday music. Cookies and warm 
drinks will be provided at the end of the tour. Tickets are $6/adults and 
$4/children. We will then travel to Mifflin at Chuy's Tacos and Margaritas around 
4:30-4:45 for dinner. Please sign up in the narthex, and if you are only planning 
on going to one of the events, please make a note for reservation purposes. 
Tickets may be paid for in advance; please write “Malabar” on the outside of the 
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envelope. We will purchase tickets that day, so if you need to cancel, call or text 
Megan 419-681-3165 before 2:30pm that day.  
 

SATURDAY EVENING SERVICE OPPORTUNITY Do you know someone who 
might be able to play the piano for the Saturday services? If so, could you please 
share the contact information with Bob Battiste at bobbattiste@hotmail.com or 
419-366-0927?  We have been very fortunate to have had three talented 
individuals who have played for most of the services: Tiina Ruffing, Amanda 
Reardon, and Dennis Stoneham. Tiina has decided not to continue on a regular 
basis. We are certainly thankful for her years of playing! It does leave a void and 
the remaining two will be hard pressed to cover all the Saturdays. We need a 
new name to add to the rotation. Please let Bob know of anyone that might have 
interest in this opportunity! 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD is a project by Samaritan’s Purse that 
delivers gift-filled boxes to children in need around the world, demonstrating 
God’s love and sharing of the Good News of Jesus Christ. We are collecting 
donations through Nov. 17th. They will be shipped to local ministry partners who 
distribute them to children in need. Please see the display in the narthex for 
instructions and more information. Please help St. Peter to continue this ministry 
and giving hope to a child. Also, please look for our Salvation Christmas Tree 
Angels which will also be displayed in the narthex by the end of November along 
with Luther Home of Mercy “Adopt a Resident”. 
 

Weekly bulletin articles are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays. 
Please contact the office to schedule any activities. 

 
 
 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH’S 
125th ANNIVERSARY COUNTDOWN BEGINS! 

 

Be sure to check the narthex for the 125th Anniversary display! You’ll find 
information on the store, “I Remember When”, wedding photos, upcoming sale of 
January 4th luncheon tickets, and creating our celebration banner. 
 

mailto:bobbattiste@hotmail.com
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CALENDAR – Week of November 16th, 2025 

 
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
243 Benedict Avenue 

Norwalk, Oh 44857 
419-668-2856 

 In case of a pastoral emergency and the office is closed, please call 843-368-9427. 


