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1901 - Following Jesus into a New Quarter Century — 2026

Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 17-18, 2026

An Introduction to Worship

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’
baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In
the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us
in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come
and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of
grace and peace made known among us.

Liturgy, lyrics, and readings are posted on the screens.
Musical arrangements are in the hymnal at pages or hymn
numbers listed in bold type below.

Gathering

Prelude

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Gathering Song “Arise, Your Light has Come” — No. 314
Greeting

(Sunday) Kyrie — Page 147

(Sunday) Canticle of Praise — Page 148

Prayer of the Day

(Sunday) Children’s Message



Word

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7

(5:30 & 8:00) Psalm 40:1-11

(10:30) Choir Anthem — “Psalm 117” — By Dale Peterson
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
(Sunday) Gospel Acclamation — Page 151
Gospel: John 1:29-42

Sermon

Hymn of the Day “Lamb of God” — No. 336
Installation of Congregation Council

Prayers of Intercession

Peace

Meal

Offering
Offering Song “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” — No. 310 (vs. 4)
Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving
Dialog and Preface
(Sunday) Holy, Holy, Holy — Page 153)
Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
(Sunday) Communion Hymns “Lamb of God” — No. 154
“Jesus, Come, for We Invite You” — No. 312
“Jesus Calls Us” — No. 696
Table Blessing
(Sunday) Post-Communion Canticle — Nunc Dimittis — No. 200
Prayer after Communion

Sending

Benediction

Sending Song — “We Are Marching in the Light of God” — No. 866
Dismissal

Postlude
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
is celebrated weekly at St. Peter and on most
major festivals of the Church Year. At the Table
of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith,
forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the
Gospel. In this Sacrament, the crucified and
risen Christ is present, giving his true body and
blood as food and drink. All are invited to come forward. Those who are baptized
are welcome to receive the bread and cup. Those not baptized or not yet
communicant should feel free to come forward for a blessing.

OUR SUNDAY 10:30 SERVICE is broadcast live on WLKR 95.3 FM and can be
viewed on our Facebook page after 2pm.

THIS WEEKEND’S COMBINED SCRIPT/BULLETIN is available on the St. Peter
webpage (stpeter-elca.org). Click on “Script & Bulletin” on our homepage under
“Quick Links.” Please take your bulletin home with you to reference the calendar
and read the announcements!

IF YOU NEED HEARING ASSISTANCE, we have devices available. Please see
an usher for assistance.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Sandy Reitzel in loving honor of Irene Reitzel’s
100" birthday on January 19! The 2026 calendar is now available on the bulletin
board. The price is $40.00. Flowers may be picked up before noon on Sunday or
Monday during office hours.

ATTENDANCE FOR JANUARY 10-11
24 (5:30) 31(8:00) 87(10:30) 208 Views on Facebook

CONGRATULATIONS to the following members who will serve on the 2026
Church Council: President, Jana Fehlan; Vice President, Gloria Setzler;
Secretary, Mark Starkey; Financial Secretary, Paul Hiszem; Treasurer, Mike
Stevens. Other council members include Megan Culler, Dave Doerner, Darlene
Janka, Steve Scheel, Larissa Sherman, Ellie Sigsworth, John Smith, Pat Spino,
and Rob Whitman.

BLESSING BOX DONATIONS: During the month of January, Outreach Ministry
is accepting donations of soups or “HotHands” Hand Warmers. Please place your
donations near the green bins in the narthex. Thank you!
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CONTRIBUTING TO WORSHIP THIS WEEKEND:

Presiding and Preaching — The Rev. Philip A. Gardner, Interim Pastor
Accompanist — Amanda Reardon, Saturday; Mary Bauer, Sunday
Music Director — Bob Battiste

Saturday Sunday 8:00 Sunday 10:30
Assisting Minister*  Ellie Sigsworth Nick Wenzel Martin Hanke
Lector* Gloria Setzler Paul Hiszem Darlene Janka
Acolyte* Jameson Leber Myra Paul
Ushers* Karen Fries Barb Spino
Carol Hiszem Pat Spino
Communion Assts.* Dot Herman Beth Horvatich Megan Culler
Shirley Silcox
Donna Young
Stu Young
Slides Projection* Paul Hiszem Michelle Schaffer Connie Hanke

Slides Preparation — Connie Hanke

Altar Guild (January) — Virginia Leimeister, Pam Mangold

Liturgical Arts Team — Becky Beck, Beth Horvatich, Amy Parcher, Michelle Schaffer,
Sue Silcox, Laura Winkler Smith, Barb Spino

Office Administrator — Denise Hipp

* To volunteer in any of these capacities, call the church office. Thanks!

CHURCH NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

OUR PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE is still looking for someone to
volunteer as a teacher/helper for the current Sunday School year which runs
through May. This person would assist Krista Wagner in teaching the Preschool
thru 6! grade. If interested, please contact Krista at 419-577-7078 or Ernie
Mangold at 419-706-9088. Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING The Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, Jan. 25" at 1pm in the sanctuary. We will once again
have a soup & baked potato bar following the 10:30 service. Slips for crockpots
of soup and baked potato toppers will be in the narthex. Please consider taking a
slip or two to help contribute to the luncheon. If all the slips are taken, then just
show up happy and hungry! If you would still like to contribute, feel free to add a
donation to the blessing box or your favorite charity.

2025 YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be available this week in
the narthex. Any that are still here by January 26th will be mailed.
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS:

The Men’s Bible Study group meets the 2nd Saturday of the month at 8am in
the narthex.

The Women’s Day Bible Study group meets the 2" Thursday of the month at
9:30am in the library. The group is studying the apostles of Jesus using “Twelve
Ordinary Men” by John MacArthur as a study guide. All are welcome!

The Women'’s Evening Bible Study February meeting TBD.

JANUARY RESTAURANT TAKEOVER will be on Wed., January 28" at 6:30pm
at the Wakeman Elevator, located at 16 Hyde Street in Wakeman. Please sign up
in the narthex!

PEW PAD INFORMATION Please continue to complete the Pew Pads on a
weekly basis at all services. This information is very important for our church
statistics. If you have changed your contact information (ie: email or physical
address or phone numbers), please note those changes on the Pew Pads, so
that our records in the office can be updated. We invite all visitors to complete
this information as well. Thank you!

THANK YOU FROM PASTOR CATHY AND PASTOR PHIL! We would like to
extend our thanks to each of you for the Christmas cards, kind notes, and gifts
you shared with us over the holiday. Each note was encouraging! Your
thoughtfulness reminds us that we walk together during this interim period. Thank
you!

CHRISTIAN SERVICE “DAY” UPDATE The morning group will now meet twice
a month. Meetings will be held at 9:30am on the 15t and 3@ Wednesdays of the
month. The evening group will continue to meet at 6pm on the 3 Wednesday of
the month. We would love to see some new members join the group! If you have
any questions, please contact Dot Herman or LeeAnn Wetzel.




FINANCE REPORT THROUGH DECEMBER 2025 Month End/Year to Date

Total Income for Budgeted Expenses $ 302,414.72
Total Expenses for Budgeted Expenses $ 284,926.73
Income above Expenses $ 20,371.24

2025 was a much different year in the ministry of the St. Peter congregation.
We continued to have Pastor Cathy Schibler and Pastor Phil Gardner serve as
our Interim Pastors. Because of those changes, we ended the year on quite a
positive note financially. The employment of our two interims has resulted in
significant cost savings. These savings will continue until we call a new Pastor.

Weekly bulletin articles are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays. Please contact
the office to schedule any activities.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

If Huron County is under a Level 2 Snow Advisory,

church services will be cancelled. A notice will be posted

on our Facebook page at facebook.com/stpeternorwalk
! which is automatically updated to the homepage of our
o | 'l website at www.stpeter-elca.org. If you are still in
INWBELAE.”‘lEE':!T ' doubt, please call our Church Council President, Gloria

_ Setzler at 567-424-6899 (landline) or 843-368-9427

P["_'CY ~ (cell). If you would like to receive message alerts from

Huron County Emergency Management Agency, go to

www.huroncountyema.com and click on “Alerts”. Enter

your name, phone number, email address and how you
wish to be alerted.
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CALENDAR - Week of January 18, 2026

Sunday, January 18 8:00am Holy Communion Sanctuary
Second Weekend after Epiphany 9:15am Sunday School Chapel & FH
Installation of Church Council 10:30am Holy Communion Sanctuary
1:00pm NA FH
Monday, January 19 10:00am Audit Committee RM 206
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 11:30am Chair Aerobics FH
No School 6:30pm Nick Wenzel RM 206
7:00pm Boy Scouts FH
Tuesday, January 20 6:15pm Bell Choir RM 206
No School-Parent/Teacher Conferences 6:30pm Cub Scouts FH
7:30pm Choir Practice Sanctuary
Wednesday, January 21 9:30am Christian Service FH
11:30am Chair Aerobics FH
5:00pm Outreach Ministry Narthex
6:00pm Christian Service FH
Thursday, January 22
Friday, January 23 - Office Closed 6:00pm Set-Up for Pinewood Derby FH
7:00pm NA RM 206
Saturday, January 24 12:00pm Pinewood Derby FH
Third Weekend after Epiphany 5:30pm Holy Communion Sanctuary
EM Blessing
Sunday, January 25 8:00am Holy Communion Sanctuary
9:15am Sunday School Chapel & FH
10:30am Holy Communion Sanctuary
11:30am Soup and Baked Potato Bar Lunch FH
1:00pm Annual Congregational Meeting Sanctuary
1:00pm NA RM 206
1:00pm Youth Grant Council Chapel
4:00pm Confirmation FH
6:00pm Girl Scouts FH

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
243 Benedict Avenue
Norwalk, Oh 44857
419-668-2856

In case of a pastoral emergency and the office is closed,
please call 843-368-9427.




