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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

April 17-18, 2021 
Service of Holy Communion  

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM          
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new,  
leading us from death life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, 
Like rains to our thirsting earth,  
like streams that revive our souls,  
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG                      “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen!”             #377 
 

1. Alleluia!  Jesus is risen!  Trumpets resounding in glorious light!                
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!                                                                 
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

2. Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 
breaking our bread, giving us glory;                                                                                               
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory!  Alleluia!  
 

3. Jesus the vine, we are the branches; life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,                                                                 
gift of the future now flowing to me.   
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory!  Alleluia! 
 

4. Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent; death put a sunder, and Easter is 
bright.  Cherubim sing:  O grave, be open!  Clothe us in wonder, adorn 
us in light.   
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory!  Alleluia! 
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5. City of God, Easter forever, golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,                       
river of life, saints and archangels, sing with creation to God the I Am!  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory!  Alleluia! 

 

GREETING                    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

LITANY FOR EASTER   
 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who upon this day did conquer death and rise from the dead, 
and who is alive forevermore, help us never to forget your risen presence with us. 
Help us to remember that you are with us  

in every time of perplexity, to guide and to direct 
Help us to remember that you are with us  

in every time of sorrow, to comfort and to console. 
Help us to remember that you are with us  

in every time of temptation, to strengthen and to inspire. 
Help us to remember that you are with us  

in every time of loneliness, to cheer and to befriend. 
Help us to remember that you are with us  

even in death, to bring us to the glory of your side. 
Make us certain that there is nothing in all creation which can separate us from you, 
for your presence surrounds, sustains, and supports us always. 

You turn our darkness into light, and in your light, we shall see light. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

     Let us pray together. 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 
your children.  Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses 
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING                     Acts 3:12-19 
 

 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith 
in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and 
the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all 
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of you. And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In 
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 4                             
 
 

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was in 
distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 

How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?  
How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?  

But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself;  
the LORD hears when I call to him. 

When you are disturbed, do not sin;  
ponder it on your beds, and be silent.  

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!  
Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!” 

You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound. 
I will both lie down and sleep in peace; 
for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety. 

 

SECOND READING                                    1 John 3:1-7 
 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him 
as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that 
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in 
him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL                                                         Luke 24:36-48 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 
seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their 
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presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”        #579 
 
 

1. Lord, you give the great commission:  “Heal the sick and preach the word.” 
Lest the Church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, 
help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity: 
with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry. 
 

2. Lord, you call us to your service:  “In my name baptize and teach.” 
That the world may trust your promise,  life abundant meant for each, 
give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community: 
with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry. 
 

3. Lord, you make the common holy:  “This my body, this my blood.” 
Let us all, for earth’s true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 
asking that the world around us share your children’s liberty: 
with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry. 
 

4. Lord, you show us love’s true measure:  “Father, what they do forgive.” 
Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give. 
May your care and mercy lead us to a just society: 
with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry. 
 

5. Lord, you bless with words assuring:  “I am with you to the end.” 
Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend  
and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity: 
with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry. 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

 

With the whole church let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten,  
not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.   
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

 Petitions end:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  (spoken)  
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN (Sunday only)    “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”        #469 
1. By your hand you feed your people, food of angels, heaven’s bread. 

For these gifts we did not labor, by your grace have we been fed: 
Christ’s own body, blessed and broken, cup o’erflowing, life out poured, 
given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored. 
 

2. In this meal we taste your sweetness, bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom satisfy our deepest needs. 
Christ’s own body, blessed and broken, cup o’erflowing, life out poured, 
given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored. 
 

3. Send us now with faith and courage to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, we become what we receive: 
Christ’s own body, blessed and broken, cup o’erflowing, life out poured, 
given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored. 

 

TABLE BLESSING    At the conclusion: Amen  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  At the conclusion: Amen  
 

SENDING 
  
BENEDICTION    At the conclusion:  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG       “Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing”                #389 
 

1. Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing.  The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Love, drowned in death, shall 
never die. 
 

2. Christ is alive!  No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 

3. In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has 
died. 
 

4. Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and ev’ry age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   

 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


