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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

March 31, 2024 
Service of Holy Communion 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!  
Exult, all creation around God's throne! Sound the trumpet of salvation!  
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your King!  
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever!  
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Rejoice, O people of God! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you!  
Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God's people!  
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

PROCESSIONAL SONG     “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                   #365 
 

1. Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!  
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  
 unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

GREETING                       

 Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy  Spirit be with    
      you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3475
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5201
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HYMN OF PRAISE            “This Is the Feast”                       p.140-141 
 

REFRAIN: This is the feast of victory for our God.   
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain,  
 whose blood set us free to be people of God.  REFRAIN 
  

     Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
 and honor, blessing and glory are his.  REFRAIN 
 

 Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing, honor, glory and might 
 be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  REFRAIN 
 

 For the Lamb who was slain  
 has begun his reign. Alleluia!  REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Let us pray together.  God of Mercy, 

we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of 
life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and  help us to 
grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.  

 

WORD 
 

JR. CHOIR ANTHEM               “He Lives” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR ANTHEM        “Lord of the Dance”                   by Jason Krug 
 

FIRST READING                                    Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  And he will 
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 
the nations; he will swallow up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from the earth, for the Lord has spoken.               
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

SR. CHOIR ANTHEM      “Resurrection Joy”                                        by Lloyd Larson                                                                                                                                  
 

SECOND READING                                     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which 
you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you being saved, if you hold 
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.                              
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
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day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, 
as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  Whether then it was I or they,                
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                        p.142 
 

  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                                                  John 20:1-18 
The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then 
the disciples returned to their homes.  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said 
to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 
to her. 
 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                          Pastor Ann Marshall 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                                       #389 
 



4 

 

     1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky.  
         Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

     2. Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine,     
         but saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 

     3. In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide,  
         Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives where even hope has died. 
 

     4. Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call,   
         and find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 

     5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and ev’ry age,  
         till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Dear friends: let us give thanks to God for the gift of baptism and for our unity in the body of 
Christ.    
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we give you thanks for making us your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished 
us in this community of faith.  Uphold us, your servants, in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.   
 Amen. 
 

I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the Church. Do you 
renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
 I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ,  God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made 
with you in Holy Baptism, to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the Word of God and share in 
the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?   
 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give us new 
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need of good news. 
 (brief silence) 
 

 Petitions end:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL  
 

OFFERING SONG                   “Come to the Table of Mercy”                                         #481 
 

 

First time:  
                Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread.  

All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.  
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail scarred hand.  
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 
 

Second time: 
                Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread.  

All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.  
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail scarred hand.  
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your 
abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Christ, our true vine.  
Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung)                                      p.144 
      The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

  (sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                            p.144 
     heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
     Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                             
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                     “Lamb of God”                        p. 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant - - - us peace. 
 

           “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound”                                             #367 
 

1. Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2.  

2. Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills all strife.  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

     3.   Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 
           that we conquer through your triumph;  
           grant grace sufficient for life’s day that by our lives we truly say: 
           “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

     4.   Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”  
Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God,                                                                 
all the glory, never ending!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

                                     “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                                                              #619 
 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives! What comfort this sweet sentence gives!                                              
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; he lives, my ever living head.  
 

     2.  He lives triumphant from the grave; he lives eternally to save;   
          he lives exalted, throned above; he lives to rule his church in love. 
 

     3.  He lives to grant me rich supply; he lives to guide me with his eye;  
     he lives to comfort me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 

     4.  He lives to silence all my fears; he lives to wipe away my tears;  
     he lives to calm my troubled heart; he lives all blessings to impart. 
 

     5.  He lives to bless me with his love; he lives to plead for me above;  
     he lives my hungry soul to feed; he lives to help in time of need. 
 

     6.  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend, he lives and loves me to the end;  
     he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 
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 7. He lives and grants me daily breath; he lives, and I shall conquer death;  
     he lives my mansion to prepare; he lives to bring me safely there.  
 

 8. He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Savior, still the same;  
     what joy this blest assurance gives; I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 
TABLE BLESSING      At the conclusion: Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  At the conclusion: Amen  

 

SENDING 
  
BENEDICTION       At the conclusion: Amen. 
   
SENDING SONG           “Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!                                    #382 
 

1. Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 
Gratefully our hearts adore him as his light once more appears; 
bowing down in joy before him, rising up from griefs and tears. 
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

2. Christ is risen!  All the sadness of our Lenten fast is o’er; 
through the open gates of gladness he returns to life once more; 
death and hell before him bending see him rise, the victor now, 
angels on his steps attending, glory round his wounded brow. 
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

3. Christ is risen!  All the sorrow that last evening round him lay 
now has found a glorious morrow in the rising of today. 
See the grave its first-fruits giving, springing up from holy ground; 
Christ was dead, but now is living; he was lost, but he is found. 
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

4. Christ is risen!  Henceforth never death or hell shall us enthrall. 
We are Christ’s, in him forever we have triumphed over all. 
All the doubting and dejection of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
hail the day of resurrection!  Let us rise and keep the feast. 
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 

 
DISMISSAL 
 Alleluia! Go in peace Rejoice and be glad. 
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 


