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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Time After Pentecost,  Women’s Thankoffering 

October 3-4, 2020 
Service of Holy Communion  

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  

 Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gracious gift of baptism. 
 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things.  

 Your voice thundered over the waters at creation. 

You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys 

 to refresh and satisfy all living things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety.   

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to 

freedom. 

In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, 

and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has 

carried us to safety and freedom.  

The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, 

for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.  

He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit; 

wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 

Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and 

free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in 

Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING  SONG                      “Christ, Be Our Light”                  #715 
 

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.   
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
 



2 

 

2. Longing for peace our world is troubled.  Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us.  Make us your living voice. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry.  Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  Longing for warmth, many are 
cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

5. Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.   
Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
GREETING                    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   

     Let us pray together. 
O God of justice and love, you light our way through life with the words of 
your Son.  Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING                       Micah 6:1-8  

 

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the 
hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you 
enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and 
he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I 
wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my 
people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LORD.”  “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself 
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 
old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 
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oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 15 
 

O LORD, who may abide in your tent?  
Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,  
and speak the truth from their heart; 

who do not slander with their tongue,  
and do no evil to their friends,  
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors; 

in whose eyes the wicked are despised,  
but who honor those who fear the LORD;  
who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

who do not lend money at interest,  
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.  
Those who do these things shall never be moved. 

 
SECOND READING                        1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who 
is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but 
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers 
and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life 
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL                                                       Matthew 5:1-12 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”    #719 
 

1. Where cross the crowded ways of life,  
where sound the cries of race and clan,  
above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man. 
 

2. In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of greed, we catch the vision of your tears. 
 

3. From tender childhood’s helplessness,  
from human grief and burdened toil, from famished souls, from sorrow’s 
stress, your heart has never known recoil. 
 

4. The cup of water giv’n for you still holds the freshness of your grace: 
yet long these multitudes to view the strong compassion in your face. 
 

5. O Master, from the mountainside make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
among these restless throngs abide; oh, tread the city’s streets again. 
 

6. Till all the world shall learn your love, and follow where your feet have trod; 
till glorious from your heav’n above shall come the city of our God. 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

With the whole church let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day, he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 

 Petitions end:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING OF QUILTS AND KITS  
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 10:30 am           “Count Your Blessings”          Bauer Family 
 

MEAL  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  (spoken)  
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN              “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”                         #717 
 

1. Let justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure, 
enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2. Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares we heed, 
an ever flowing stream of faith translated into deed. 
 

3. So may God’s plumbline, straight, define our measure true, 
and justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through. 

 

TABLE BLESSING    At the conclusion: Amen  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  At the conclusion: Amen  
 

SENDING 
  
BENEDICTION    At the conclusion:  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            “To Be Your Presence”                                        #546 
 

1. To be your presence is our mission here, 
to show compassion’s face and list’ning ear 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, alleluia! 
 

2. To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, alleluia! 
 

3. To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, alleluia! 
 

4. We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, alleluia! 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Rejoice and be glad in the light of God’s love! 
Let us go forth in peace to share the good news. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


