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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Time After Pentecost 

October 18, 2020 
Service of Holy Communion  

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and 

all of creation.   
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

Faithful God,  
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We 
pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We place our 
own needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to 
ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims:  your sins are forgiven 

in the name of † Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to 

do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING  SONG                        “The God of Abraham Praise”                          #831 
 
 

1. The God of Abr’ham praise, who reigns enthroned above; 
ancient of everlasting days, and God of love- 
“I am the One I Am” by earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name for ever blest. 
 

2. The God of Abr’ham praise!  At your supreme command 
from earth I rise and seek the joys at your right hand. 
I all on earth forsake its wisdom, fame, and pow’r 
and you my only portion make, my shield and tow’r. 
 

3. The God of Abr’ham praise!  Your all sufficient grace 
shall guide me all my pilgrim days in all my ways. 
You deign to call me friend; you call yourself my God!   
And you will save me to the end through Jesus’ blood. 
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4. Your promise you have sworn; I on your oath depend. 
I shall, on eagle wings up borne, to heav’n ascend. 
I shall behold your face; I shall your pow’r adore, 
and sing the wonders of your grace for evermore. 

 
GREETING                    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
LITANY 
 

Holy God, as we enter into the time of harvest, when the earth is yielding her 
abundance, we find ourselves in a harvest season unlike any other in recent 
memory.  

Help us to give thanks even in the midst of hardship and uncertainty. 
  

For all those who are ill with the coronavirus; for all who are stressed, anxious and 
fearful; and for us and our loved ones, 

restore health and wholeness, calm troubled spirits, and give us courage 
and wisdom. 

 

For all health care workers, first responders, essential workers, and for all who must 
interact with the public; and for those who have lost their jobs because of the 
pandemic, 

surround them with your care, shield them from infection, lift their 
weariness, and guide them into new sources of work. 

 

For researchers, manufacturers and public decision-makers; and for the leaders of 
our government and those of other nations,  

guide their efforts to find treatments and preventions for this virus, and to 
make decisions that will benefit all citizens of the earth. 

 

For all who are feeling disenfranchised, discriminated against, and fearful about the 
future; and for our nation’s leaders who are seeking peaceful resolution to the issues  
that are dividing our country,  

give them courage and insight, patience and strength. 
 

For your church, 
that we might be a beacon of light and hope in the midst of despair and 
distress, trusting in your presence in the midst of all these things. 

 

In You, O Lord, we place our trust. For You, O Lord, we wait in hope. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

     Let us pray together. 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts.  Created by you, let us live 
in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, 
let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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WORD 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING                            Isaiah 45:1-7 

 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— 
and the gates shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, I will 
break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the 
treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that 
it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my 
servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though 
you do not know me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no 
god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of 
the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there 
is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I 
the LORD do all these things. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 96:1-9 
 

O sing to the LORD a new song;  
sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name;  
tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations,  
his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
he is to be revered above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols,  
but the LORD made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him;  
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  
bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in holy splendor;  
tremble before him, all the earth. 

 
 
SECOND READING                     1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  We always give thanks to God 
for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God 
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and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen 
you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake.  And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 
in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have 
no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind 
of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL                                                   Matthew 22:15-22 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                        “O God of Every Nation”               #713 
 

1. O God of ev’ry nation, of ev’ry race and land, 
redeem your whole creation with your almighty hands; 
where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, 
in love and mercy guide us and heal our strife torn world. 
 

2. From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right, 
from trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night, 
from pride of race and station and blindness to your way, 
deliver ev’ry nation, eternal God, we pray. 
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3. Lord, strengthen all who labor that all may find release 
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war’s increase; 
when hope and courage falter, Lord, let your voice be heard; 
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird. 
 

4. Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, 
when hatred and division give way to love and peace, 
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and love shall reign, 
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain. 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

With the whole church let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day, he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need. 
 

 Petitions end:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MEAL  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  (spoken)  
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                     “Here is Bread”                                   #483 
 

1. Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here. 
In the bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 

2. Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here. 
In the bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 

3. Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified. 
In the bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 

TABLE BLESSING    At the conclusion: Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  At the conclusion: Amen  
 

SENDING 
  
BENEDICTION    At the conclusion:  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                 “You Servants of God”                                     #825 
 
 



7 

 

1. You servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad 
his wonderful name; the name, all victorious, of Jesus extol; 
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 

2. Ascended on high, almighty to save, yet still he is nigh, 
his presence we have.  The great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 

3. Salvation to God who sits on the throne!  Let all cry aloud 
and honor the son.  The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 

4. Then let us adore and give him his right, all glory and pow’r 
and wisdom and might, all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 


