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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4th Sunday After Epiphany 

January 29, 2023 
Service of Holy Communion  

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS         

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ♰ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.   -silence- 
Holy One, source of renewal, 
 we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  We have not 

practiced your righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake of 
the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory 
of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Thus says our God:  “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”  God’s 

mercy makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of ♰ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
  
GATHERING SONG                      “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart”                                         #873 
 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
 

2. With voices as full and strong as ocean’s surging praise, 
send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
 

3. With all the angel choirs, with all the saints on earth 
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, noblest mirth. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
 

4. Still lift your standard high, still march in firm array, 
as pilgrims through the darkness wend till dawns the golden day. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
 

5. At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; 
the pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
 

6. Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore; 
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
GREETING                    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

And also with you. 
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 KYRIE                                                                                        p. 184 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor,  
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family: 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “This is the Feast”                           p. 187 
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,  
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. 
 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.   
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

           for the Lamb who was slain has egun his reign.  Alleluia.   
 

2. Sing with all the people of God,  
and join in the hymn of all creation:   
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen 
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,  
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.  Holy God, 
 you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 

heart.  Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, 
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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WORD 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR        “Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam”  
                                                                    
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

FIRST READING                                                   Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what 
have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 
the LORD.”  “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM (10:30)        "Psalm 117"                  arr. Peterson 
 

PSALM 15 
O LORD, who may abide in your tent?  
Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

Those who walk blamelessly,  
and do what is right,  
and speak the truth from their heart; 

who do not slander with their tongue,  
and do no evil to their friends,  
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors; 

in whose eyes the wicked are despised,  
but who honor those who fear the LORD;  
who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

who do not lend money at interest,  
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.  
Those who do these things shall never be moved. 

 

SECOND READING                                                             1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
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stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         p. 188 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                           Matthew 5:1-12 

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                             Pastor Ann Marshall 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           “Blest Are They”                          #728 

1. Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, who full of sorrow; they shall be consoled. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

2. Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; They shall have their fill. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

3. Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
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4. Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

5. Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice, be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day, he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church the world, and all in need. 
 

 Petitions end:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. 
 Amen. 

 
PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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MEAL  
 
OFFERING SONG                 “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”                  #531 

1. The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is ready to begin. 
The gates of heav’n are open wide, and Jesus welcomes you inside. 
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 
Take your place at the table of the King. 
The feast is ready to begin; 
the feast is ready to begin. 
 

2. Tables are laden with good things; oh, taste the peace and joy he brings. 
He’ll fill you up with love divine; he’ll turn your water into wine.   
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 
Take your place at the table of the King. 
The feast is ready to begin; 
the feast is ready to begin. 

 

3. The hungry heart he satisfies, offers the poor his paradise. 
Now hear all heav’n and earth applaud the amazing goodness of the Lord. 
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 
Take your place at the table of the King. 
The feast is ready to begin; 
the feast is ready to begin. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together.  Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  Receive these offerings 
in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior.   Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  (spoken)  
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . .  we praise your name and join their unending   

     hymn:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                           p. 190 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.  
Hosanna,  hosanna, hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna,  hosanna, hosanna in the highest.   

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER               At the conclusion: Amen  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS             “Lamb of God’                                   p. 191 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb 
of God. 

 

                         “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”                           #717 
 

1. Let justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure, 
enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2. Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares we heed, 
an ever flowing stream of faith translated into deed. 
 

3. So may God’s plumbline, straight, define our measure true, 
and justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through. 
 

              “In A Lowly Manger Born”                            #718 
 

1. In a lowly manger born, humble life begun in scorn; 
under Joseph’s watchful eye, Jesus grew as you and I; 
knew the suff’rings of the weak, knew the patience of the meek, 
hungered as but poor folk can; this is he. Behold the man! 
 

2. Visiting the lone and lost, steadying the tempest tossed, 
Giving of himself in love, calling minds to things above. 
Sinners gladly hear his call; publicans before him fall, 
for in him new life began; this is he.  Behold the man! 
 

3. Then, to rescue you and me, Jesus died upon the tree. 
See in him God’s love revealed; by his passion we are healed. 
Now he lives in glory bright, lives again in pow’r and might; 
come and take the path he trod, son of Mary, Son of God. 
   

TABLE BLESSING      At the conclusion: Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  At the conclusion: Amen  
 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION       At the conclusion:  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                  “The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve”                   #551 
 

1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus name 
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim.  
 

2. We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 

3. We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 
 

4. Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
God’s Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace.  Follow in the way of Jesus. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


